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was honored to be asked to speak at a recent
regional meeting of the Virginia Downtown
Development Association in Winchester, VA. The
topic was “Honk If You Support Paid Parking.”

These were small cities in Northern Virginia (near
Washington, DC) whose downtown merchants are
concerned about their businesses. They are learning
that paid parking doesn’t drive people away; it opens
up space for those who want to visit these fabulous,
renovated, anti-bellum jewels. 

It turns out that the association had asked Dr. Donald Shoup
to speak and he was unavailable, so he recommended me. I love
to talk about my favorite topic: market-based parking pricing.
Well, let’s face it, I just love to talk. These groups love to listen. I
sat at a table with a local merchant who was dead-set against
charging for parking. I hope I gave him more to think about than
just the very good faire served up in the local brew pub that host-
ed the event.

The Philadelphia Parking Authority is beginning to clean up
its act. I have been told that a little sunlight is often the best anti-
septic. The local press has been slamming the authority for more
than a year about overpayments, high salaries, padding payrolls
and the like. Even the governor was quoted as being “shocked,
shocked” at the goings on in the PPA. 

What’s really classy is that the Republicans roared at the
Democrats for the PPA scandals, and when they took over, it
seemed it was business as usual. 

The latest is that the PPA has fired a number of consultants,
and is letting senior staff retire and lowering salaries of 
newcomers. 

I’m proud that fellow members of the fourth estate are doing
some parking good in Philly. This town has been a hotbed of prob-
lems for years, going back to the airport scandals and continuing
through “Parking Wars.” 

We need more good reporting like this. Way to go, Philly
Inquirer. 

Finally, someone has the right idea. It’s time to put on my
Simon Legree hat and say that people with disabilities should pay
for parking. In Winnipeg, Canada, they have told the disabled that
they are going to start enforcing the law. Seems the law says that
handicapped people get two hours free, but it was impossible to
track that using the old-style meters. The new P and D meters
allow for that tracking, so the disabled will have to pay for park-
ing. 

Here’s the deal. Most disabled want access, not charity. The
problem is that there are many more disabled placards out there
than there are legitimately disabled people. In Manitoba, it turns
out that there are 2-1/2 times the national average of disabled
placards issued. Why? Well, duh – so people can park for free and
take spaces from those who legitimately need them. 

There have been scandals at universities where athletes have
gotten permits and in states where forged doctor’s notes mean free
parking. Funny thing, though – where you have to pay, whether

Point of View

I
BY JOHN VAN HORN

disabled or not, the incidence of cheat-
ing goes way down. 

The disabled veterans organization
in Florida told me a few years ago that they were lobbying for
pay-as-you-go parking for the handicapped. Florida has one of
the worst records of cheating with handicapped placards. The sea-
soned citizens in the state, and there are a lot of them, feel they
should have the right to park for free and are taking all the spaces
that truly disabled people need. The law there has been tightened
a bit. 

I know Winnipeg relatively well. These are folks of great
Midwestern stock. They have a beautiful city, great ballet, theater,
and symphony. They know how to take care of their own. And
they are doing it the right way. 

Our buddies in “Baghdad by the Bay” at least aren’t hiding it.
They come right out and say it. San Francisco needs more money,
so they are raising parking fees. Here is an excerpt from the
Examiner.com: 

“An unpopular proposal to increase meter rates citywide by
50 cents has been shelved by Muni officials, who are counting,
instead, on a program of costlier parking stays during peak travel
times in certain parts of The City to help make up a budget short-
fall ...

“Initially projected to have an $81 million shortfall over the
next two fiscal years, the SFMTA [San Francisco Municipal Trans-
portation Agency] has reconciled that gap in part by adding $10 to
all parking fines, implementing a $10 raise to Muni’s 30-day Fast
Pass, and increasing costs for residential parking permits ...”

I wonder if it occurred to anyone at Muni to simply work on
lowering their costs. Of course, they are using parking fees to pro-
vide low-cost buses and other rapid transit in the city. And when
the concept works and people start taking the buses and the num-
ber of parkers goes down, one could assume that revenue will
drop, too. Oops. 

So they will raise the price of bus tickets and people will go
back to driving

From the UK – The local council in the Caradon District in
Cornwall decided that they wanted to lower parking rates for the
first hour of on-street parking and to penalize those parking
longer than an hour with a steep increase for the second and suc-
ceeding hours. So they lowered the amount to 20 cents for the first
hour. In comes the law of unintended consequences. 

Their revenue took a sharp drop. Well, duh! Didn’t anyone
think of looking at how long the average parker in the area actual-
ly parks on-street? If they had, they would have realized the prob-
lem and could have either made an adjustment or simply taken the
hit for the revenue drop. They are “studying” the problem, and a
committee of consultants and counselors will report back to the
council next week. 

That’s just one more little fact shoring
up my contention that governments are
more concerned about collecting money
from parkers than using the rates to affect
policy. Let’s face it: It’s just another tax. 

JVH as Simon Legree

PT
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“We largely credit PARIS with the
substantial increase in collections
we have realized... as much as 35%
over historical levels...”

Anthony Giarratana, Owner
Premier Parking

For more information contact:
ruth.beaman@IntegraPark.com or call: 888.852.9993

that’s custom built for monthly
parking. PARIS easily—
• Ensures compliance with lease

terms, including rate
escalations and minimum
billings

•Automates collections
with credit card charges
and bank drafts

• Integrates with many
popular access card
systems

•Tracks parkers by
building tenant,
category, rate, and
credential

• Ensures that all active access
cards are being billed

• Produces professional charts
and reports

• Provides complete audit trails
• Customizes invoices and

calculates late fees
• Manages waiting list

PARIS is the billing and
receivables system

“The PARIS application has made
A/R in our company much easier.
Providing a faster process to setup
cards, post payments and input
charges–there are fewer steps.
This has cut down on our workload
by 75%.”

Jeff Shaw, Parking Director
Zion Securities Corp

Discover untapped revenue with the PARIS advantage
IntegraPark.com

The premier monthly
parker billing and

receivables system

The premier monthly
parker billing and

receivables system

See us at the IPI Booth #215



JUNE 2008 • PARKING TODAY • www.parkingtoday.com8

WHAT HAPPENS TO YOUR PARKING SYSTEMS
WHEN THE POWER GOES OUT?

Alpha will be displaying backup power solutions at the International Parking Conference and Exposition

June 1-4, 2008 in Dallas Texas. To learn more about Alpha Technologies and power solutions for parking, visit www.alpha.com/parking

Alpha - Power when there isn’t power.

www.alpha.com 800 667 8743

When the power goes out, parking gate controls, revenue systems and security systems are all compromised.
Ensure your systems continue to operate during power fluctuations or power outages by using Alpha indoor and 
outdoor backup power solutions. 

Digital Monitoring Products (DMP) has promoted Doug Rie-
man to Director of Market Development, Financial Solutions,
Eastern US. In his new role, he will support DMP dealers who
serve financial institution customers, while also driving business
to the dealers by raising awareness in the financial services mar-
ket of DMP products and services. “Doug has a remarkable
breadth of experience in the security industry,” said Vice Presi-
dent of Sales Jeff McAleer. “Over the last 16 years, he’s developed
not only a deep understanding of the technical side of the security
business, but also a great respect for the responsibility we have to
protect our customers and their assets.”

Scheidt & Bachmann has opened an office at 7962 NW 14
St., Miami, FL. This office will service the following recently
awarded contracts: Miami Parking Authority’s Jackson Memorial
Hospital project and One Parking Inc.’s Brickell Key Center Proj-
ect. These two projects will provide Scheidt & Bachmann a sub-
stantial presence in the South Florida market.

Central Parking System has announced that its USA Parking
System affiliate has been awarded a contract to operate parking
facilities for the city of West Palm Beach, FL. The contract has a
term of three years plus three one-year renewal options. Under
the contract, USA will operate five existing parking facilities con-
taining more than 1,900 spaces plus two additional garages cur-
rently under construction that will add another 1,080 spaces. The
new facilities will offer convenient pay-on-foot technology, and
the existing facilities will be converted to pay-on-foot in the
future. “It was obvious USA fully understood the scope of our
Request for Proposal and responded to our needs and concerns,”

said Susan Olley, Parking Administrator for the City of West
Palm Beach. “We have a good relationship with USA. They have
consistently been responsive to our needs. We are very pleased to
be able to continue that relationship.”

Metric Parking, a leading provider of multi-space parking
equipment for more than 30 years, recently signed distribution
agreements with Mountain Parking Equipment in Denver and
Rencom TS Inc. in Oklahoma City. These two companies they
have more than 41 years of experience in selling and servicing
revenue control and parking equipment. These new partnerships
will allow Metric to expand its North American sales and support
network as the overall demand for multi-space parking equipment
grows. Dave Witts, President of Metric Parking, said, “Partnering
... allows Metric to extend our product offering and service in the
US market. These companies have the sales and service back-
ground that is required in the parking industry, and we look for-
ward to working with them as our business grows.”

“Last year was the best financial year in the history of Ski-
data,” CEO Charles Egli told a group of journalists at the compa-
ny’s recent Press Breakfast. “It is the second year in a row that
Skidata can report record results. Again, 2007 marked a year of
healthy worldwide growth for Skidata, with new subsidiaries in
Belgium and Spain, a joint venture in India, and the upgrade of
the Japanese branch office to a fully established subsidiary.” The
company also noted that at its official launch at the Intertraffic
trade fair in Amsterdam, Skidata’s new Power.Cash parking
machine was awarded the Intertraffic Innovation Award in the

PEOPLE IN PAR KING Send information for this section to:

Editor@parkingtoday.com

Continued on Page 10
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“Parking” category. With their decision,
the judges – a panel of international
experts – intended to recognize the inno-
vative way in which Power.Cash “posi-
tion(s) parking as part of a chain of
mobility events (... by) bringing together
a range of providers and offerings in a
convenient, accessible and consumer-
friendly format.” 

Secom International has announced

it’s certification as a Visa Validated Pay-
ment Application. “Secom was founded
onthe principals of revenue control, user
security and customer support,” said Ted
Burton, co-founder and president of Sec-
om International. “Obtaining Visa Certifi-
cation is just anther commitment to our
customers and clients.” Joining a list of
only 100 companies with certified pay-
ment applications, Secom cements itself
as a leader in the arena of global on-line
card holder data services.

The Middle Atlantic Parking Associ-
ation welcomes Chris Hankins of Colo-
nial Parking of Delaware as its newest
board member. 

Walter P. Moore has announced that
Jennifer L. Peek, P.E., PTOE, has been
named Managing Director of Houston
Traffic Engineering Services. She was
recently recognized as a 10-year employ-
ee at the 2008 stockholder’s meeting and
is a Principal with the firm. The company
also announced that it has opened a new

office – its 11th – in Tulsa, OK. Leading
the expansion is Brion C. Bannister,
P.E., CFM, Executive Director of Infra-
structure Engineering Services and a
Principal with the company. Kenley R.
Williams, P.E., PLS, has joined the com-
pany as Managing Director of the new
office and a senior associate. He spent
more than 30 years with the Oklahoma
Department of Transportation. The com-
pany also has won a Grand Award in the
“Structural Systems Category” of the
2008 Engineering Excellence Awards
competition for its role in the design of
University of Phoenix Stadium. This
competition is sponsored by the Texas
Council of Engineering Companies. 

The Board of Directors of Dressta
Ltd. has announced the promotion of
Bob Olson to President of Dressta North
America. In his new role, Olson will be
responsible for all company operations
in the US and Canadian markets. He
succeeds Tom McGonigle, a longtime
industry veteran who has led Dressta
North America from its inception in
2001. McGonigle retired on March 31.
Olsen joined Dressta in 2006 and most
recently served as the company’s Vice
President of Sales & Marketing. 

The Snow & Ice Management Asso-
ciation (SIMA) has launched a Canadi-
an version of the Certified Snow Profes-
sional (CSP) program. The CSP exam
and study modules, which cover six dif-
ferent subjects pertaining to snow & ice
management and business, have been
revised to reflect differences between
US and Canadian laws and business
practices. The revisions include changes
regarding business law, sub-contractors,
and measurements, making the CSP
much more pertinent to Canadian appli-
cants. The testing procedures and
requirements will remain the same as
the regular version of the CSP, as will
the six subject areas: Business, Human
Resources, Marketing, Sub-Contractors,
Snow & Ice Science, and Snow & Ice

PEOPLE IN PAR KING
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The IPS Single Space Meter
features:

• Patented Flexi-Pay™ mechanism 

accepts payment by coin, credit card,

debit card and smart card.

• Meters are wirelessly networked and 

connected to a web-based Management

System.

• Solar powered with rechargeable 

battery pack guaranteed for 3 years.

• Full credit card and cash collection 

auditing capabilities.

• Uses existing poles, housings, cash 

containers and collection techniques.

• Operating costs are lower than Pay-

and-Display or Pay-by-Space systems.

IPS Group Inc is a global engineering and manufacturing company, with offices in 6 countries.

For 15 years, we have been delivering world-class solutions to the telecommunications and parking industries.

Africa | Australia | Europe | New Zealand | United Kingdom & Ireland | United States

© Copyright 2007 IPS Group Inc.All rights reserved. | Corporate Web Site: www.IPSGroupInc.com 
IPS Group Inc. | 12526 High Bluff Dr., Suite 165 | San Diego, CA 92130

Are you ready to experience
first-hand the simplicity and
performance of this
revolutionary product?

Contact us at IPS to arrange an 
on-site demonstration.

Ask how you can receive a 
FREE 90 day Field Trial

Telephone: 1-858-764-4225

Email:
dave@ipsgroupinc.com

denis@ipsgroupinc.com

Website: www.ipsgroupinc.com

Introducing the World’s Most 
Advanced Single Space Parking
Meter with Credit Card capability
The revolutionary Single Space Meter from IPS can be retrofitted into existing

on street parking meter housings within 15 seconds without any additional

installation costs.

See it for yourself: www.ipsgroupinc.com/installvideo

See us at the IPI Booth #752
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Operations and Techniques. 
High Concrete Group has gained

qualification for all of its in-house erec-
tion crews through the Qualified Erectors
program of the Precast/Prestressed Con-
crete Institute (PCI). The Chicago-based
institute provides erector qualification to
complement its plant-certification pro-
gram by ensuring that product supplied by

PCI-certified facilities will meet all speci-
fications and perform optimally through
proper installation. The company also
announced its StructureCare parking
garage maintenance business has expand-
ed. New customers for the year-round
program include two Main Line Health
Systems precast parking garages at Paoli
Hospital in the Philadelphia area, and
three Merck & Co. precast parking
garages in Rahway, N.J. The garages

range in age from two to 17 years
and were originally constructed by
High Concrete Group’s predecessor,
High Concrete Structures. 

Carl Walker, Inc. has teamed
with Olsson Associates, Inc. to pro-
vide a comprehensive downtown
parking study for the City of Lin-
coln, Nebraska. The large study area
encompasses several areas surround-
ing the downtown core including the
historic Haymarket District, the West
Haymarket and convention center
areas, Antelope Valley, boundary
areas shared with the University of
Nebraska – Lincoln and the state
capitol/government areas.

“We are extremely proud to
provide Brazil’s highway network
with our high performance barriers,”
said Joao Guilherme Speck, General
Manager of Magnetic Autocontrol
Brazil.

“ We will supply several hun-
dred of our renowned MBE and MIB
models; they will be assembled part-
ly at our German works, partly in
Brazil. The basis is Magnetic world-
wide-proven torque-drive technolo-
gy. We will complement each barrier
with system-specific extras to meet
local requirements, and the final
product will be conforming to Ger-
man quality standards.” 

The American Concrete Insti-
tute is seeking papers for sessions
taking place during the ACI Spring
2009 Convention in San Antonio on
March 15-19, 2009. More informa-
tion about current Calls for Papers
can be found by visiting
www.CallforPapers.concrete.org. 

Carlisle Construction Materials
(CCM), a leading manufacturer of
commercial and residential construc-
tion products, has promoted Pat
McGrady to President of Insulfoam,
an operating division of CCM. In
this new role, McGrady will be
responsible for expanding Insul-
foam’s market share in the expanded

polystyrene (EPS) marketplace, focusing
primarily on the roofing, below-grade and
below-slab insulation markets, as well as
geofoam applications.

Charles J. Carter, P.E., S.E., has been
named Vice President and Chief Structur-
al Engineer of the American Institute of
Steel Construction. Carter joined AISC in
1991 as a staff engineer, and for the past
seven years has been the Institute’s Chief
Structural Engineer. He has been a leader
and active participant in the ongoing
development of AISC’s Specifications,
Code of Standard Practice and Steel Con-
struction Manual. 

Nova Bus, following its decision to
expand into the American public transit
market, has broken ground on its new
135,740-square-foot bus-assembly plant
in Plattsburgh, NY. Government officials
were on hand in Banker Road Industrial
Park to mark the “Breaking ground, build-
ing partnerships” event. Production at the
Plattsburgh plant is slated to begin in ear-
ly 2009, generating approximately 300
direct jobs for the region. 

AMAG Technology has promoted
Lanya Sydorick to Director of Marketing.
Lanya will oversee the marketing depart-
ment, which will include public relations,
marketing communications, events, lead
management and sales coordination func-
tions. Lanya reports to Matt Barnette,
Vice President of Sales and Marketing

Industrial Scientific Corp., a global
leader in gas-detection and monitoring
instruments, systems and related services,
has hired Scott Lordo to the newly created
position of Global Director of Product
Development.

Quixote Transportation Technolo-
gies (QTT) has appointed Peter C. Jones
to its sales and marketing team as Sales
Manager – International Markets. In this
role, he will be responsible for sales activ-
ity and personnel for all international mar-
kets outside Canada. His responsibilities
will include managing sales of QTT prod-
uct lines to the international market, and
working closely with QTT’s international
distributors and international territory
sales managers in order to meet the com-
pany’s sales objectives. 

Flowcrete Group, the specialist floor-
ing manufacturer, has been acquired by
US-based RPM International, a multina-
tional holding company with subsidiaries
that manufacture and market high-per-
formance coatings, sealants and specialty
chemicals. RPM is listed on the New York
Stock Exchange.

PEOPLE IN PAR KING
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IT-600
Features a color

digital camera
and barcode

scanner.

www.casio4business.com

CASIO
Public Safety

Solutions
Casio’s Industrial Handheld
Division offers a variety of

mobile solutions to quickly meet
the immediate and future appli-
cation needs of your agency.

Santa Clara Office Center   2700 Augustine Drive, Suite 155
Santa Clara, CA 95054   Phone: 408-375-6576

IT-3000
All-in-one unit.

Continued on Page 14



transform
chaos

control
parking

Visit the website to view animated 

movies showing StreetSmart   

Technology™ in action.

For more information contact:  
StreetSmart Technology LLC 
Phone: (203) 222-0203  
Email: sales@streetsmarttechnology.com 
http://streetsmarttechnology.com

Main Street, USA:
The StreetSmart Portal™ provides a 
powerful view of the city’s entire on-
street parking operation... intelligently 
monitoring, enforcing and maintaining 
the meters 24/7.

A Revolutionary New System  

Transforms Municipal On-Street Parking

With StreetSmart Technology™, every city parking meter can be monitored, enforced, 
repaired and collected...through an intelligent wireless network that revolutionizes 
on-street parking management. StreetSmart Automated Parking Solutions™ is the first 
system that gives parking managers the tools to transform their operation.

Imagine your on-street parking operation with:

 Dramatically increased revenue and turnover

 Reduced congestion and emissions

 Labor savings from work orders sent wirelessly to  

enforcement, maintenance and collection staff

 A web-enabled portal showing city-wide meter  

status laid over a geo-map
TRANSFORM CHAOS INTO CONTROL. GET STREETSMART.

wirelessly connected meters 
exchange data with the 

StreetSmart Portal™

into

™
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The concrete industry’s Strategic Development Council
(SDC) has launched its new website at www.concreteSDC.org. The
easy-to-use site features information to educate visitors on the
organization, its members, upcoming meetings and events, and
current projects under consideration of SDC. On the site, users
also can sign up for a new bimonthly e-newsletter that will keep
subscribers up to date on all SDC happenings.

Michael Robertson has joined Carl Walker Inc. as a Studies
Specialist in its Phoenix office. He brings more than 10 years of
experience in the parking industry. His background includes prop-
erty management and operational and financial management. The
company also announced that Sara Peters, P.E., of its Cleveland
office has been named an Associate, She is a façade restoration
and repair specialist with more than 10 years of experience in the
evaluation and restoration of building enclosures/facades 

Liliana Rambo, Assistant Director for Parking Management
for the city of Houston, has been honored with the “Distinguished
Service Award” by the Texas Parking Association (TPA). She has
been recognized for her significant and influential contributions
to the parking industry in Texas. “Liliana is widely respected in
the parking industry and is sought out for advice,” said Jerry
Dinse, TPA President and Parking Program Manager for Austin-
Bergstrom International Airport. “She has spurred parking pro-
fessionals to join us at the table and encouraged the open
exchange of ideas.” 

PEOPLE IN PAR KING
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PT

Help Protect Your Investment with Cryotech Non-Chloride Based Deicers.

Detroit-Area Traffic-Camera
Video Gains Wider
Audience with TrafficLand

TrafficLand, the largest authorized aggregator of live
traffic video, has reached an agreement with the Michigan
Department of Transportation (MDOT) to develop an inte-
grated statewide traffic video network to improve traveler
information, public safety and department operations. 

Under the agreement, TrafficLand has installed video
upload equipment to integrate 162 MDOT traffic cameras in
the Detroit metropolitan area into its network. TrafficLand is
hosting the network video in a tier-one data center and is able
to provide real-time access to any MDOT operations center or
public safety agency across the state. TrafficLand also will be
feeding the video to MDOT’s website, as well as to its own
site (www.trafficland.com), which provides real-time access to
more than 6,000 traffic cameras in 60-plus markets world-
wide.

“Public/private partnerships enhance our existing pro-
grams for delivering real-time information to the public and
our key agency partners,” said Greg Krueger, MDOT’s
Statewide ITS Program Manager. “This agreement will
improve safety and promote mobility on our vast network.”


